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What do you already know? 

 
• What is your most 

“burning” question in 
regard to AusVELS and 
curriculum provision in 
Victoria?  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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 from the Latin, meaning literally ‘a path 
run in smalls steps’  

what ought to be taught and what needs 
to be learnt 

 curriculum is a democratic entitlement of 
what is required for effective, 
participatory citizenship. 

Curriculum is…. working definitions  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Who’s who?  
 
 

Victorian F-10 curriculum provider  
 
 
to three sectors: 
 
 
National level curriculum provider  

 

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Basis of national curriculum 

 2008 Ministerial council 
Australian ministers of 
education 

 Culmination of 20 year national 
conversation on education 
reform 

 Basis for Australia to be a 
productive, confident and 
equitable nation 

 Called for a national curriculum  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Developing the Australian curriculum  

 Lead by  
(Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority) 

o  Shape, consult, write, rewrite, 

publish the 

 States and territories 
o  Engage, argue, suggest, modify, 

sign-off and Implement 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Australian curriculum + VELS  
 

2013, only four out of 16 Australian curriculum 

subjects been completed, accepted and 

implemented by Victoria. 

     + 
   

  = 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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The AusVELS curriculum  
 

           

o is the Foundation (F) -10 curriculum all 
Victorian government and Catholic schools 
use  

o consists of Content descriptions and 
Achievement Standards  

o provides a continuum of learning 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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AusVELS = Australian Curriculum + VELS 
 
                                  in 2013/14   
 The four Australian Curriculum subjects 

Maths, English, History and Science   

 Plus the remaining 12 VELS domains 

 Plus three embedded cross curriculum 
priorities     

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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      Domains        

 AusVELS = Australian Curriculum + VELS 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Cross curriculum priorities  
   Three Cross Curriculum Priorities: 

• Aboriginal and Torres  Strait Islander 
histories and cultures  

• Asia and Australia’s engagement with 
Asia 

• Sustainability 

 

 

  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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   State-based variations - NSW 

  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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How AusVELS is organised: 11 levels 

http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/ 

Nominal school level    VELS Level    AusVELS Level 
   Prep/Foundation  1 Foundation 

        1 
 2 

  1 
        2   2 
        3 

 3 
  3 

        4   4 
        5 

 4 
  5 

        6   6 
        7 

 5 
  7 

        8   8 
        9 

 6 
  9 

       10  10 

 
 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Foundationlevel
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level1
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level2
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level3
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level4
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level5
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level6
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level7
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level8
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level9
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Level10
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VELS  levels and 
progression points 

AusVELS levels  and 
progression points  

AusVELS levels  
when nominally 2 years of learning 

0.5       1 0.5    Foundation Working towards  Foundation 

1.25      1.5  
1.75       2 

 

F.5      1  
Working towards Level 2 

1.5     2 

2.25    2.5 
2.75       3 

2.5     3  
Working towards Level 4 

 3.5     4 

3.25    3.5 
 3.75        4 

4.5      5  
Working towards Level 6 

 5.5      6 

4.25     4.5 
4.75        5 

6.5      7  
Working towards Level 8 

 7.5      8 

5.25      5.5 
5.75        6 

8.5      9  
Working towards Level 10 

  9.5     10 

Conversion of VELS to AusVELS  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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AusVELS curriculum components 
    Overview  

• Rationale/structure and aims 
• Additional material eg Students with disability, EAL, 

Glossaries 

Curriculum  
 Content descriptions  

• Elaborations 
 Achievement  standards 

• Work samples 
*mandated curriculum 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Understanding English 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Three strands 
• Language: knowing about the English language  
• Literature: understanding, appreciating, responding 

to, analysing and creating literature  
• Literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage. 

 
Language Literature Literacy 

Language variation and change Literature and context Texts in context 

Language for interaction Responding to literature Interacting with others 

Text structure and organisation Examining literature 
Interpreting, analysing and 
evaluating 

Expressing and developing ideas Creating literature Creating texts 

Sound and letter knowledge 

Understanding the structure - English 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Understanding the structure - English 

Reporting modes: 
• Reading and viewing  
• Writing  
• Speaking and listening  
 
 
 
. 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Resources and support: Two key websites 
 

AusVELS - for the curriculum 
 
 

http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/ 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
http://ausvels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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Resources and support: Two key websites 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/curriculum/index.aspx 

VCAA - for support and resources  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Resources and support 

On the VCAA Support webpages 
 Mapping new AC subjects against VELS 
 Progression point examples  
 Scope and Sequence  
 Audit / Planning templates 
 Additional links  
 PD  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/curriculum/index.aspx 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Progression point examples  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Progression point examples  

Progression point examples 
are designed to:  

Progression point examples 
are NOT designed to:  

• illustrate how a student might 
show evidence of progression  
• be used in conjunction with 
other tools such as annotated 
student work samples 
• be modified by schools so 
that the examples reflect the 
curriculum structure and timing 
of when knowledge and skills 
are taught and assessed 

• replace standards  
• be used as a definitive or 
mandated set of progression 
measures for student 
assessment 
• be the only resource used 
by teachers to assign 
progression points on 
student reports  
  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Scope and sequence 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Audit against content - activity 

L 
 
 

TEMPLATE 2: SUBJECT YEAR LEVEL OVERVIEW 
 
SUBJECT: Mathematics  
 
YEAR:  L2 
 
STRAND: Measurement and Geometry 
 

UNITS 

Compare and order several 
shapes and objects based on 
length, area, volume and 
capacity using appropriate 
uniform informal units 

Compare masses of 
objects using balance 
scales 

Tell time to the quarter-
hour, using the language 
of 'past' and 'to' 

Name and order months 
and seasons 

Use a calendar to identify 
the date and determine the 
number of days in each 
month 

Describe and draw two 
dimensional shapes, 
with and without digital 
technologies 

Describe the features of 
three dimensional 
objects 

Interpret simple maps of 
familiar locations and 
identify the relative positions 
of key features 

Investigate the ef    
step slides and fl    
without digital te  

   
    

TERM 1           

           

           

TERM 2           

           

           

TERM 3           

           

           

TERM 4           

           

           

 
ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS 

LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3 
Students describe number sequences resulting from skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s. (1) 
They identify representations of one half. (2) 
They recognise Australian coins according to their value. Students explain time durations. (3) 
They describe two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects. Students describe data displays. (4) 
Students count to and from 100 and locate numbers on a number line. (5) 
They carry out simple additions and subtractions using counting strategies. (6) 
They partition numbers using place value. (7) 
They continue simple patterns involving numbers and objects. (8) 
Students order objects based on lengths and capacities using informal units. (9) 
They tell time to the half hour.  (10) 
They use the language of direction to move from place to place. (11) 
Students classify outcomes of simple familiar events. (12) 
They collect data by asking questions and draw simple data displays. (13) 

Students recognise increasing and decreasing number sequences involving 2s, 3s and 5s. (1) 
They represent multiplication and division by grouping into sets. (2) 
They associate collections of Australian coins with their value. (3) 
 Students identify the missing element in a number sequence. (4) 
Students recognise the features of three-dimensional objects.  (5) 
They interpret simple maps of familiar locations. (6) 
They explain the effects of onestep transformations. (7) 
Students make sense of collected information. (8) 
Students count to and from 1000. (9) 
They perform simple addition and subtraction calculations using a range of strategies. (10) 
They divide collections and shapes into halves, quarters and eighths. (11) 
Students order shapes and objects using informal units. (12) 
They tell time to the quarter hour and use a calendar to identify the date and the months included in 
seasons. (13) 
They draw two-dimensional shapes. (14) 
They describe outcomes for everyday events. (15) 
Students collect data from relevant questions to create lists, tables and picture graphs. (16) 

Students recognise the connection between addition and subtrac       
strategies for multiplication. (1) 
They model and represent unit fractions. (2) 
They represent money values in various ways. (3) 
Students identify symmetry in the environment. (4) 
They match positions on maps with given information. (5) 
Students recognise angles in real situations. (6) 
They interpret and compare data displays. (7) 
Students count to and from 10 000. (8) 
They classify numbers as either odd or even. (9) 
They recall addition and multiplication facts for single digit numbe       
from financial transactions. (10) 
They continue number patterns involving addition and subtractio   
Students use metric units for length, mass and capacity. (12) 
They tell time to the nearest minute. (13) 
Students make models of three-dimensional objects. (14) 
Students conduct chance experiments and list possible outcomes   
They carry out simple data investigations for categorical variables   

 
COMMON ASSESSMENT TASKS 

UNITS TASKS ACHIEVEMENT 
STANDARDS 

EACH TERM   

TERM 1   

   

   

TERM 2   

   

   

TERM 3   

   

   

TERM 4   

   

 
  

  
 

 INSTRUCTIONS 
Use this template to map a unit against the content descriptions and achievement       
domain. This process needs to be repeated if the unit covers more than one strand      
extent of coverage of a unit and clearly links teaching, learning and assessment. 
• Take a unit of work and map its relationship to the content descriptions for a       
• Indicate within each marked cell, connections to the achievement standards,      

number refers to a numbered sentence in the achievement standards, for exa   

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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AusVELS post 2014 

Physical,  
Personal  
and Social 
Learning 

Discipline-
based 
Learning 

Interdisciplinary 
Learning 

Subjects/ Domains  

General Capabilities 

Cross-curriculum 
priorities 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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AusVELS post 2014 
Learning Areas General capabilities 

• The Arts 
• English 
• Humanities – Economics and Business 
• Humanities –Geography 
• Humanities – History 
• Humanities – Civics and Citizenship 
• Languages 
• Health and Physical Education 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Technology – Design and Technologies 
• Technology – Digital technologies 

• Critical and creative thinking 
• Intercultural understanding 
• Ethical understanding 
• Personal and social capability 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Provision and entitlement  

No mandated teaching time allocations in 
Victoria  except PE for Government 
schools 

Australian Curriculum subjects written on 
basis of an assumed time allocation but 
not mandated 

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Provision and entitlement  

Personalised learning within guaranteed 
curriculum provision 
1. Access the learning defined in these areas as the 
entitlement of every young Australian 

2. Progress towards the achievement standards that 
represent their next level of individual achievement 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Provision and entitlement  

  

 The organisation of F-10 school 

teaching and learning programs in 

Victorian schools remains the 

responsibility of individual schools 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Provision and entitlement  

Curriculum is the what 
 

Pedagogy is the how 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Does curriculum matter?  
 

Marzano’s  
five “areas of 

action” 

McTighe’s 
model of 

“backwards 
design” 

Hattie’s 
assessment 
“effect size” 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Considerations for curriculum 
planning  
Three types of curriculum  
• Intended – formal  

• Enacted – what is taught 

• Experienced – what is learnt  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Curriculum and Assessment Planning cycle 

    Whole of  
school   

curriculum 
plan 

Cohort 
curriculum 
assessment   
plan 

Individual 
student 
learning 

needs 

Assessment   
data analysis 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Curriculum Planning 

Who are we planning for? 

How are we planning? 

What does this look like? 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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What are your challenges? 

o How to managing the complexity of curriculum 
planning: 8 learning areas + general capabilities 

o Lessons from VELS implementation: not enough 
support for whole school rather than subject-
based planning 

o Need to build on contemporary research about 
effective schools and effective learning 

o Support from sector and the VCAA 
 
 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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The Rewards  
    Effective curriculum planning and documentation 

ensures: 
• a shared vision, understandings and a common 

language  
• continuity of learning between domains and across 

year levels to enable pathways  
• students learning needs are better met 
• cohesiveness in teaching, learning and assessment 

practices  
• parents too can develop a good understanding of 

their school’s curriculum 
 

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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Where to get curriculum advice? 
1. VCAA websites 

2. Subscribe to Australian Curriculum 
Update/online PD 

3. Contact us - AusVELS Unit   

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vic.gov.au/
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